
Miscellany.
Otero's Method of Demonstrating the Malaria Parasite.—M.

Otero of Mexico writes to the Caceta Medica of March 15,
1903, that at the high altitude of the city of Mexico the
barometric pressure is much less than at the altitudes where
Laveran made his experiments with the malaria parasite. Con¬
sequently the hematozoa retain their motility longer. The
corpuscles in the blood become disintegrated long before the
parasites lose their motility. By waiting six te nine or even

twenty-four hours the hematozoa are still lively while the
corpuscles are destroyed. They are thus easily differentiated
without the necessity for staining, which impairs the vitality
of micro-organisms.

The Bureau of Standards.—This bureau, which was trans¬
ferred to the Department of Commerce and Labor last year,
tests and standardizes all weights and measures. This in¬
cludes the testing of clinical thermometers to secure a uniform
scale of temperature. According to the bulletin just received,
when the work of this bureau began, considerable variation
was found in thermometers; as a result of the corrections given,
thermometers now submitted by different manufacturers vary
from the international standard only very minutely. Atten¬
tion is called in this bulletin to the fact that thermometers
not made of hard glass change their indications slightly by
seasoning. After six months the indications are practically
permanent.

Contract Practice.—The Norfolk (Va.) Medical Society re¬

cently took up the subject of contract practice and adopted
certain rules governing it. Individual or family contracts
are prohibited by that society. Governmental contracts are
allowable as in the past. In regard to corporations, it was
decided that the employment of a surgeon to care for men

injured while in the employ of the company, is allowable,
providing it does not prevent the patient from having free
choice in the selection of the physician, but the society "would
prefer that the surgeon be paid for actual work done and not
a yearly salary." Any underbidding for insurance fees is con¬
sidered not consistent with membership in the society. Club
practice, which is defined as a branch of contract practice
which furnishes medical attention to members through an or¬

ganization or club, is prohibited. It was decided that "this
class of practice injures the profession as a whole financially;
that it lowers the dignity of the profession by putting the
men who do this work at the mercy of promoters, and that it
is of great injury to the members of the medical fraternity."

Homeopathy Given a Chance in the Leyden Medical Faculty.
—The chair of pathology and therapeutics at the University of
Leyden, Holland, has been vacant since the retirement of Pro¬
fessor Rosenstein who reached the age limit nearly a year ago.
When the government indicated its intention of calling a

homeopath to the chair, the medical faculty protested. One
member of the faculty, Professor Straub, editor of the local
medical journal, did not agree with his confrères, and approved
of the plan, stating that he would like to see a homeopath in
the chair and a well-equipped hospital placed in his charge in
order to give homeopathy once for all a chance to show what it
could accomplish. If it could show better results than were
attained in the other clinics and hospitals, the profession would
gladly recognize it. The matter was discussed pro and con
for a long time in the lay press, and the recommendations of
Professor Straub were finally adopted and further opposition
abandoned. The minister then appointed two homeopaths to
select a suitable candidate to fill the chair worthily, the only
restriction being that he must not be a Hollander, as local pro¬
fessional clashing was feared. The nominating committee
traveled far afield, and among others sought the credentials
of a "Dr." Mende-Ernst, an ex-parson homeopath charlatan in
Switzerland. The latter at once advertised abroad that he
had been offered the chair and had accepted it, and this item
went the rounds of the medical press. But it was untrue, as

the committee dropped him at once from its list so soon as his
reputation \vas known. The results of their search, embodied
in their report, are to the effect that they were absolutely

unable to find a homeopath with sufficient educational acquire¬
ments for a professorship in a university. Consequently a

young physician, a Hollander, Dr. P. Ruitenga, has been called
to the chair which was the scene of Stokvis' labors, and he
entered on his duties with the new year. The Wiener klinische
Rundschau of January 17 publishes a letter from Amsterdam
in which the writer comments on the above facts and says that
the homeopaths can never more make their old complaint that
they are never given a change.

Diet.—The Medical Sentinel condemns the diet craze, and
suggests that the profession, instead of passively allowing pa¬
tients to putter with some of the hundreds of patent breakfast
foods, should turn their attention away from morbid self-
dieting. The concentrated nourishment theory is a myth, and
it is recommended that patients be allowed to eat these alleged
foods only on the proviso that they eat breakfast first. The
editor says that one egg or two small rashers of bacon contain
more actual nourishment than a soup dish full of the flaky de¬
lusions. This may be true, but we doubt the advisability of
recommending eggs or bacon, as they are ordinarily fried, as
food for dyspeptics. The editor hits the nail on the head in
the following words: "The conviction is steadily growing in
the profession that disturbances of digestion, let alone other
diseases, are due in eight cases out of ten, not so much to the
food used, either in quantity, quality, or method of cooking,
as to the circumstances under which it is eaten; the disgrace¬
ful hurry and rush with which business or pleasure is re¬
sumed before the digestion has had time to get fairly under
way, and the utter lack of an adequate amount of exercise in
the open air to enable proper combustion of the food. Fur¬
ther than that we are reacting decidedly from the exclusive
and rigid diet for almost any condition whatever, with the
partial exception of diabetes. Even where these exclusive diets
may relieve the symptoms which they are designed especially
to meet, they are very apt to upset the general balance of nutri¬
tion and impair the vitality, frequently in the long run aggra¬
vating even the symptoms, or the disease, which they were pre¬
scribed to cure." On the same subject is an article in The
World's Work (February) on "Perfect Feeding of the Human
Body," which is only a description of how one man, Mr. Horace
Fletcher, having been refused life insurance on the ground of
stomach trouble, corrected his habits and vastly improved his
health. He does not diet in the ordinary understanding of the
word. He eats everything, but in very small quantities. He
has a rule to take thirty chews on each portion of food he
places in his mouth. He says that the longer he chews the bet¬
ter it tastes. He now eats one-third or one-quarter what he
formerly ate. He can do physical exertion equal to an athlete
in training without fatigue, and finds less sleep necessary.
This is not a new theory, but it is all right. Morbid introspec¬
tion is the bane of the dyspeptic. An abundance of time to
eat, a thorough mastication and cheerful surroundings are
better than all the diet lists and breakfast foods that have
ever been prepared.

State Boards of Registration.
COMING EXAMINATIONS.

Regent of the State Board of Medical Examiners of New Hamp¬
shire, State House, Concord, March 1-2. Regent, Channing Fol-
som, M.D., Concord.

Board of Registration in Medicine for Massachusetts, State House,
Boston, March 8-9. Secretary, Edwin B. Harvey, M.D., State
House, Boston.

Committees of Examination of Connecticut, New Haven, Hart¬
ford and Waterbury, March 8. Secretary, Prof. C. A. Lindsly,
New Haven.

Maine Board of Registration of Medicine, Portland, March 23.
Secretary, A. K. P. Meserve, M.D., Portland. *

Regular Board of Medical Examiners for Georgia, Atlanta, March
30. Secretary, I. H. Goss, M.D., Athens.

North Dakota Report—Dr. H. M. Wheeler, Grand Forks,
secretary of the North Dakota State Board of Medical Exam-
ners, reports that 16 applicants passed, out of 18 who took
the written examination in January at Grand Forks. The
percentage required was 75. The colleges, grades and years
of graduation are below.
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PASSED.
Year Per

College. Grad. Cent.
Milwaukee Medical College.(1903) 76, 76, 78
Northwestern University, Chicago.(1903) 85, 86
University of Minnesota.(1900) 80, (1901) 87
Royal University of Norway.(1891) 82
University of the City of New York.(1889) 78
University of Iowa, Horn. Dept.(1898) 75
University of Illinois.(1903) 75
Hamline University.(1901) 87
University of Christiania, Norway.(1897) 82
McGill University.(1903) 82
University of Nebraska.(1903) 76
University of Western Canada.(1902) 82

Those rejected were graduates of Bennett Medical college,
1895, and Milwaukee Medical College, 1902.

South Dakota Report.—Dr. H. E. McNutt, Aberdeen, secre¬

tary of the South Dakota Board of Medical Examiners, re¬

ports the written examination held at Sioux Falls, Jan. 13 and
14, 1904, as follows: Subjects, 10; questions, 80; percentage
required, 75; total applicants, 24; passed, 17; failed, 4; with¬
drew, 3.

Year Per
College. Grad. Cent.

Northwestern University, Chicago.(1900) 86, (1903) 79,86
Rush Medical College, Chicago.(1880) 89
College Physicians and Surgeons, New York.(1891) 84
Milwaukee Medical College.(1902) 82
Beaumont Hospital Medical College.'.(1897) 83
Hamline University .(1903) 85
Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania.(1903) 93
Yale University.(1902) 81
Saginaw Valley (Michigan) Medical College.(1902) 78
Sioux City College of Medicine.(1897) 88
Michigan University.(1902) 87
Alabama Medical College.(1884) 75
University of Christiania, Norway.(1891) 90
Harvey Medical College, Chicago.(1903) 87
Bennett Medical College, Chicago.(1900) 82

Those who failed were graduates of the following colleges:
University of Iowa, 1897; Hamline University, 1903; College
of Physicians and Surgeons, St. Louis, 1898; New York Uni¬
versity Medical College, 1890. Those who withdrew were
graduates of Sioux City College of Medicine, 1903; Baltimore
University, 1887, and University of Vermont, 1889. Three
others who were unfitted left the state without attempting the
examination, although they had applied and paid the fee.

The Public Service.

Army Changes.
Memorandum of changes of stations and duties of medical officers,

U. S. Army, for the week ending Feb. 13, 1904 :

Hess, Louis T., and Collins, C. C, asst.-surgeons, promoted cap¬
tain and asst.-surgeon, U. S. Army, to rank from Jan. 30, 1904.

Webb, Walter D., asst.-surgeon, promoted captain and asst.-
surgeon, U. S. Army, to rank from Feb. 10, 1904.

Graves, Leonard K., contract surgeon, ordered to proceed from
New York City to Fort Douglas. Utah, and accompany the
Twelfth Infantry to service in the Philippines.

Ferguson James B., contract surgeon, ordered from Boise Bar¬
racks, Idaho, to duty as transport surgeon of the Dix.

Tukey, William H., contract surgeon, at present transport
surgeon of the Dix, ordered to proceed when relieved to Boise Bar¬
racks, Idaho, for duty.

Tignor, Edwin P., contract dental surgeon, ordered from Jefferson
Barracks, Mo., to temporary duty at Fort Crook, Neb., on the com¬
pletion of which he will return to his proper station, Fort Riley,
Kan.

Navy Changes.
Changes in the medical corps, U. S. Navy, for the week ending

Feb. 13, 1904 :

Stuart,  ., asst.-surgeon, detached from the naval hospital, Naval
Home, Philadelphia, Pa., and ordered to the Marietta.

Brister, J. M.. asst.-surgeon, ordered to the naval hospital, Naval
Home, Philadelphia.

Wheeler, W. M., surgeon, detached from the Nipsic and ordered
to the Philadelphia.

Marine-Hospital Service.
Official list of the changes of station and duties of commissioned

and non-commissioned officers of the Public Health and Marine-
Hospital Service for the seven days ended Feb. 11, 1904 :

Brooks, S. D., surgeon, granted leave of absence for four months
from April 1, 1904, with permission to go beyond the seas.

Magruder, G. M., surgeon, granted leave of absence for two daysfrom February 13.
Greene, J. B., P. A. surgeon, granted fifteen days' extension of

sick leave from February 10.
Clark, Taliaferro, P. A. surgeon, to proceed to San Juan, P. R.,

and assume temporary charge during the absence of the chief quar¬
antine officer.

Richardson, T. F., and King, W. W., asst.-surgeons, to report
March 9, 1904, to chairman of examining board at Washington,

D. C, to determine their fitness for promotion to the grade of
P. A. surgeon. >

Ramus, Carl, asst.-surgeon, to report, March 9, 1904, to chair¬
man of examining board at San Francisco for examination to deter¬
mine his fitness for promotion to the grade of P. A. surgeon.

Moore, Dunlop, Holt, J. M., Vogel, C. W., and Fox, Carroll,
asst-surgeons, to report, July 25, 1904 to the recorder of examiningboard at Manila, P. I., for examintion to determine their fitness for
promotion to the grade of P. A. surgeon.

Goldberger, Joseph, asst.-surgeon, granted leave of absence for
one month from February 10.

BOARDS CONVENED.
Board convened at San Francisco for the examination of an

officer of the Revenue-Cutter Service. Detail for the board : P. A.
Surgeon W. G. Stimpson, chairman ; Asst.-surgeon Carl Ramus,
recorder.

Board convened at the Marine Hospital, Port Townsend, Wash.,
Feb. 15, 1904, for the examination of an officer of the Revenue-
Cutter Service. Detail for the board : P. A. Surgeon J. H. Oakley,chairman ; P. A. Surgeon M. H. Foster, recorder.

Board to meet at the Marine Hospital, San Francisco, March 9,
1904, to examine Asst.-surgeon Carl Ramus to determine his fitness
for promotion to the grade of P. A. surgeon. Detail for the board :
P. A. Surgeon W. G. Stimpson, chairman ; P. A. Surgeon RupertBlue ; P. A. Surgeon H. S. Cumming, recorder.

Board to meet at Washington. D. C, March 9, 1904, to examine
certain assistant surgeons to determine their fitneess for promo¬
tion to the grade of passed assistant surgeon. Detail for the
board : Asst.-Surgeon-General A. H. Glennan, chairman ; Asst.-
Surgeon-General G. T. Vaughan ; Asst.-Surgeon-General H. D. Ged-
dings, recorder.

Board convened to examine certain assistant surgeons to deter¬
mine their fitness for promotion to the grade of passed assistant
surgeon. Detail for the board : Asst.-Surgeon-General L. L. Wil¬
liams, chairman ; Asst.-Surgeon-General W. J. Pettus ; P. A. Sur¬
geon V. G. Heiser, recorder.

Health Reports.
The following cases of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera and

plague, have been reported to the Surgeon General, Public Health
and Marine-Hospital Service, during the week ended Feb. 12, 1904 :

SMALLPOX-UNITED STATES.
California : San Francisco, Jan. 24-31, 3 cases.
Illinois : Danville, Jan. 30-Feb. 6, 1 case.
Louisiana : New Orleans, Jan. 30-Feb. 6, 5 cases.
Maine : Calais, Feb. 7, 5 cases ; Madison, Jan. 28, 1 case.
Maryland : Baltimore, Jan. 30-Feb. 6, 1 case.
Michigan : Jan. 23-30, 88 places ; Jan. 30-Feb. 6, Detroit, 3

cases ; Flint, 1 case.
New Hampshire : Manchester, Jan. 30-Feb. 6, 9 cases.
New Jersey : Jan. 30-Feb. 6, Newark, 1 case ; Trenton, 3 cases,

1 death.
New York : Jan. 30-Feb. 6, Niagara Falls, 1 case ; New York,5 cases.
Ohio : Jan. 30-Feb. 6, Bucyrus, 9 cases ; Dayton, 12 cases ; Cin¬

cinnati, Jan. 22-Feb. 5, 6 cases.
Pennsylvania : Jan. 30-Feb. 6, Allentown, 2 cases ; Butler, 1

case ; Johnstown, 5 cases ; McKeesport, 2 cases ; Philadelphia, 54
cases, 16 deaths : Pittsburg, 5 cases, 1 death ; Warren, Jan. 1-
Feb. 1, 10 cases, 2 deaths.

Tennessee : Nashville, Jan. 30-Feb. 6, 8 cases.
Utah : Ogden, Jan. 1-31, 1 case ; Salt Lake City, Jan. 30-Feb. 6,

2 cases.
S MALLPOX-INSULAR.

Philippine Islands: Manila, Dec. 12-Jan. 2, 2 cases, 2 deaths.
SMA LLPOX-FOREIGN.

Anstrin : Prague, Jan. 9 16, 5 cases.
Belgium : Liege, Jan. 9-16, 1 ease, 1 death.
Brazil : Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 3-10, 34 cases, 22 deaths.
Canada : Ontario, Dec. 1-31, 13 cases.
Chile: Antofogasta, Dec. 1-31, 3 deaths.
China: Shanghai, Dec. 19-20, 6 deaths.
Colombia : Barranquilla, Jan. 12-18, 1 death.
France: Paris, Jan. 16-23, 17 cases, 9 deaths.
Great Britain : Jan. 9-16, Nottingham, 5 cases, 1 death ; Shef¬

field, 1 case ; Jan. 16-23, Hull, 1 case ; Liverpool, 1 case ; London,3 cases ; Manchester, 2 eases ; Newcastle-on-Tyne, 3 cases ; Glasgow,Jan. 22-29, 71 cases ; 2 deaths.
India: Bombay, Jan. 5-12, 6 deaths; Karachi, Jan. 3-10, 2 cases.
Mexico : Tampico, Jan. 24-31, 1 death.
Netherlands : Rotterdam, Jan. 16-23, 1 case.
Russia : Moscow, Jan. 2-9, 2 cases, 2 deaths ; Jan. 9-16, Odessa,1 death ; St. Petersburg, 18 cases, 3 deaths.
Spain : Barcelona, Jan. 10-20, 5 cases ; Santander, Jan. 18-26, 4

cases, 2 deaths.
Turkey : Smyrna, Jan. 3-18, 9 deaths.

YELLOW FEVER-FOREIGN.
Brazil : Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 2-9, 1 case.
Mexico : Jan. 17-30, Merida, 1 case, 1 death ; Tehuantepec, 2

cases, 2 deaths ; Vera Cruz, Jan. 23-30, 1 case, 1 death.
CHOLERA-INSULAR.

Philippine Islands: Dec. 12-Jan. 2, Manila, 9 cases, 8 deaths;Provinces, 44 cases, 33 deaths.
CHOLERA-FOREIGN.

India : Calcutta, Dec. 26-Jan. 9, 30 deaths.
Turkey in Asia : Nindieh, Dec. 12-19, 2 deaths ; Kerbela, Dec.

11-22, 422 deaths; Messieb, Dec. 18-20, 32 deaths.
plague:-INSULAR.

Philippine Islands : Manila, Dec. 12-Jan. 2, 1 case, 1 death.
PLAGUE-FOREIGN.

Australia : Queensland, Cairns, Dec. 5, 2 cases.
Rio de Janeiro : Jan. 3-10, 10 cases, 5 deaths.
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